Gelfoam scaffold for vein prolapse during brain tumor surgery.
When resecting gliomas, extra-axial tumors, or their overlying cortex, cortical veins may become suspended over the resection cavity and ultimately prolapse and kink into the cavity, promoting venous thrombosis. To prevent this, we describe a technique to secure a Gelfoam scaffold beneath the cortical vein at the edge of the resection cavity to prevent kinking and possible thrombosis from taking place after tumor removal. Depending on the diameter of the resection cavity, this can be done at 1 or both edges of the resection cavity to prevent prolapse of the vein into the cavity. In our experience with this technique, during the past 10 years, there have been no cases of venous thrombosis after tumor removal on postoperative imaging or clinical examination.